STRAIGHT LINE
CENTER

5" November 2024
Application Letter to TUI Care Foundation for Straight Training Center
Dear Sir or Madam

Straight Line Center started 10 years ago in 2014, when Modest (full name Moderkay Tumaini
Elinema) started an English evening class with a few orphans from his street. Modest, being
from a moderatley situated family, has attended a private school as a child and graduated from
university as a tour guide, therefore speaks English well. When he turned 18, he wanted to give
back to the community and support other children who did not have the opportunity to learn
English like he had.

It started with a handful of students but grew over the years. Now it has more than 120 students,
most of which are orphans or form disadvantaged backgrounds, as well as 7 teachers which all
are former students. Since 10 years, Straight Line Center is teaching English every evening from
7pm to 9pm. The biggest challenge has always been to pay for the rent of the building, and
sometimes the school had to close for a month or more, because there was not enough money
to pay the rent. Modest works as a tour guide, therefore his income is varying due to seasonal
fluctuations. In the high season it is possible for him to pay the rent most of the time, but not
during low season.

In 2021 Yanis from Switzerland came to visit Straight Line and made an 8min video
documentary. The documentary is telling the story of Yanis visiting Straight Line because for
collecting donations we thought it is important to see the video from the eyes of the foreigner
from Switzerland, so the donators can identify with him. We tried to set up a website to collect
donations, but then we could not pay the hosting costs anymore and the website went offline
again. The video can still be seen though on vimeo: https://vimeo.com/661729588. Yanis also
brought some books and computers, which however can’t be used as long as the school
doesn’t have its own building where they are allowed to put their stuff.

In 2022 Straight Line got officially registered as a recognized entity by the government under the
name “Straight Training Center.” However this increased our monthly running costs by 60% as
we now also have to pay taxes to the government each month.

Also we want to mention that Modest is a tour guide and many of his students dream of
becoming a tour guide like him one day. Therefore, whenever there are excess funds (which
happens usually once per year during high season) we organize a trip for all students to popular
tourist destinations across the island, for example Spice Garden, Jozani Forest, beaches. The
students later reflect on their excursions when writing essays.
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We apply at TUI Care Foundation to receive a grant of EUR 7’000 which will allow us to purchase
a building in which we can teach, but also to equip it accordingly with blackboards, light,
computers and furniture. Also, we want to point out hereby that our running costs are apart from
the rent very low, so we do not need any further financial support from anyone to be
sustainable, and we will not apply again for any grant from TUL.

We kindly ask you to please consider our application. In case you have any questions, do not
hesitate to reach out to us through our phone numbers provided below.

Best Regards, on behalf of the whole Straight Line family

signature removed

signature removed

signature removed

signature removed

Online version: phone numbers and handwritten
signatures have been removed.
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